
SPECIAL HIGHLIGHTS

•  Rare rafting descent  of the Benahy river 

• Observing at close hand, from boats and on 
foot, the unique endemic ! ora and fauna

•  Relaxing at the end of our adventurous 
river journey at a luxurious beach resort

We will follow the isolated Benahy river into the Onilahy river and 
continue all the way down through the delta to the coast at Saint Augustin.   
We start deep in the Isalo canyons south of Isalo National Park, this part 
of the canyon is, unlike in the north, remote and untouched by tourism.   
The only people we will encounter while crossing this range are locals 
- cattle rustlers and sapphire diggers.

We will get the chance to see much of the unique Madagascan fauna 
including lemurs and chamelons.  We can also can expect to spot 
crocodiles (from the safety of our raft) during our time on the rivers.

We will spend the last few days of our time in Madagascar relaxing at 
the Anakao beach resort on the Mozambique Channel. 
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Antananarivo to Antananarivo 
(land only)

To reserve your place on this trip (without 
obligation and for up to two weeks) please 
telephone us on +44 (0)845 0047 801. To 
book please check availability, complete 
a booking form and return it to us. You 
should include a cheque for your deposit 
of £300/$600 with your booking form. On 
receipt of your booking form we will send 
you a booking acknowledgement, along 
with your joining instructions and all other 
information relevant to this trip. If you have 
any further questions regarding this trip 
please contact us. You can liaise with the 
expedition leader regarding all aspects of the 
trip pre-departure. Clients booked on this 
trip should make their way to the joining 
point in Antananarivo, as detailed in the 
joining instructions.

BENAHY DESCENT  • MADAGASCAR
13 DAYS • 12 NIGHTS • VARIOUS DATES
This expedition aims to achieve a rafting descent of the Benahy 
river before continuing down the Onilahy river.  The Benahy, a 
narrow river running through canyons that are only a few meters 
wide, is not marked on the maps of Madagascar.   Along the route 
we will encounter truly fantastic landscapes, learn new skills and 
face interesting and challenging situations.   This is a unique Pioneer 
expedition which offers a  fantastic opportunity to explore a remote 
area of  Madagascar and see much of the endemic wildlife.

Madagascar is a one-off;  there is no other place like it.  Its landscapes,  
animals and plants are simply fantastic" Near the equator with an 
astonishing array of habitats, ranging from rainforests to deserts 
and from mountain tops to mangrove swamps, it is one of the most 
important countries for biodiversity on the planet. The tropical 
climate is a perfect host to the process of nature and, like nowhere 
else, the variety and richness of life has ! ourished.
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After your arrival in Antananarivo and 
introductory brie• ng from the expedition 
leader,  we will take an internal • ight to Tulear.  

We will drive up to the Isalo region for the 
start of our Madagascan adventure with a hike 
down a shallow part of the river.  Here we will 
• nd our camp set up on the river bank. 

Camping, all meals

The Benahy, though adjacent to Isalo National 
Park, has not seen many visitors. It cuts its way 
through breathtaking canyons,  crawling with 
lizards and cameleons, and lined with palm 
trees, aloe, baobabs, cacti, and a great variety 
of indigenous plants you may never have come 
across before. 

It runs atop a section of land teeming with 
sapphires, and as a result, we may pass local 
miners, sifting sand through metal sieves.

Benahy navigation is smooth and easy, and we 
will raft in light canoes.  A typical days rafting 
is a combination of  paddle and drag areas.  
The white water starts after the junction with 
Imaloto river and all the way down to the 
coastal plain just after junction with Onilahy 
river.  

Our typical daily routine will consist of setting 
off between 8 and 9 am and stopping to camp 
around 4-5 pm.   We stop for lunch and en-

route we have time to wander through side 
canyons and observe occasionnal lemurs. 

During our time on the Benahy, we hope to 
see lemurs, chameleons, birds, turtles, fosa 
and bats aswell as some exotic and unique 
vegetation, including baobabs, pachypodiums 
and succulents. 

Camping, all meals

The Onilahy river is the largest river in the 
southwest.   The river banks are sparsely 
populated - with settlements springing up to 
mine gemstones - but the • oodplain does 
have lots of towns and rice paddies in areas 
that are not prone to • ooding.

For our Onilahy descent we will transfer to 
larger more stable rafts and we will experience 
class III-IV rapids.   After 3 rowdy days on 
the white water, our • nal day on the Onilahy 
should be more relaxing, with sections of 
• at meandering water.   We can observe the 
changing landscapes along the route and enjoy 
the wildlife (including crocodiles), birds and 
riverside settlements. 

Camping with all meals.

When we reach Benenitra, we will transfer by 
road to the beautiful coastal resort of Anakao, 
an hour south of Tulear.  En-route we stop at 
the Bezaha-Mahafaly reserve.

This reserve contains 5 resident species of 
lemur including the ring-tailed lemur & sifaka 
(or dancing lemur) It is also home to other 
small mammals, snakes, tortoises, butter• ies 
as well as more than 100 species of birds 
including many endemic vangidae (shrikes), 

Breakfast, lunch and overnight hotel

ITINERARY

Day 1 Arrive Antananarivo (Tana)
           Internal ! ight to T uléar

Days 2, 3 & 4 Descent of the Benahy       
River 

Days 5, 6 7, 8 Descent of the Onilahy

Baobab trees

Day 9 Benenitra / Anakao

TO BOOK:  t : +44 (0)845 0047 801                      e: info@pioneerexpedi t ions.com

Ring-tailed Lemur
Baobab Trees



 

Anakao is a beautiful beach resort, and is 
described in guidebooks as ‘one of the best 
places in Madagascar’. 
With its large bay, sandy beaches and the two 
coral islands that face the town, it provides 
opportunities for diving the clear waters, 
sunbathing and relaxing.    
We spend a couple of days here relaxing and 
enjoying the beach atmosphere.    The coast 
with its dunes, endemic vegetation and • shing 
villages allow plenty of scope for exploring, 
or if you prefer, there are plenty of optional 
activities and excursions availabe.   

Our beach resort, with its large beach front 
bungalows, provide the perfect base for all
this picturesque town has to offer.   Or if you 
prefer to stay in, it also has its own restaurant 
and bar with panoramic sea views and great 
food.

On our last night together we shall have a • nal 
celebratory meal.

Breakfast, Overnight hotel.

Today we transfer to Tulear for a morning ! ight 
! ight back to Antananarivo(or Tana).   There 
will be time to explore the city which is  is a 
crazy mix of African, Asian and French sights.  

This colourful capital city of Madagascar with 
a rainbow of houses decorating the hillsides, 
extensive rice paddies running through 
sections of the town, and bustling streets full of 
cars and Zebu-drawn (humped cattle) carts. 

 For the • rst time visitor just a stroll around 
the bustling streets and up and down the many 
tiers of steps, with their diverse collection of 
vendors and stalls, will be a never forgotten 
experience. 

Breakfast, hotel.

Today our expedition ends and you will be 
transferred back to the airport for your ! ight 
home.  
Or why not stay a few extra days to explore 
Tana or other Madagascan sites.  We are 
more than happy to book additional nights 
accommodation for you, or assist you with any

other places you may wish to visit whilst in 
Madagascar. 

Breakfast, airport transfer

Day 10,11 Anakao

extraordinary expedition firsts..

Day 12 Antananarivo

Note:  While our intention is to adhere to 
the day to day route as printed, a degree of 
! exibility is built into the itinerary and night 
stops may vary from those suggested. The day 
to day schedule should be taken only as a 
general guide. We cannot accept responsibility 
for changing the proposed itinerary or any 
inaccuracies or errors. A variety of factors, 
including adverse weather conditions and 
dif" culties with transportation, can lead to 
enforced changes. The expedition leader will 
make any changes where necessary.

Pioneer Expeditions 
Worldwide Ltd.

The Well House
Chydyok Road
East Chaldon
Dorset    DT2 8DN

tel: +44 (0)845 0047 801
info@pioneerexpeditions.com

Day 13 Expedition Ends



VISA REQUIREMENTS
Visas are required by all visitors and are 
normally valid for a stay of up to 30 days. 
They can be acquired on arrival at the 
airport but only US Dollar and Euro cash 
will be accepted for payment.

FLIGHTS
International ! ights are not included. If you 
require information regarding airlines and 
routes please contact us. I nternal ! ights 
and Airport transfers in Antananarivo are 
included so it is important that we have all 
your ! ight details so that we can welcome 
you at the airport. 
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Nothing compulsory for European, 
Australian or North American citizens 
arriving by air, but we strongly recommend 
protection against Malaria, Tetanus, 
Hepatitis, Typhoid and Polio. You should 
consult your doctor in advance for up-
to-date advice and remember to plan 
your immunisations well ahead of your 
departure.

INSURANCE 
Adequate travel insurance is mandatory 
for everyone who participates in a Pioneer 
expedition. Please bring a copy of your 
insurance policy and contact numbers to 
give to your expedition leader in case of 
illness or accident.  

ACCOMMODATION 
This is primarily a camping expedition.  We 
shall stay in classic dome tents with two 
people in each three person tent, follow 
environmentally responsible camping 
procedure and ensure we make as little 
impact on the ecosystem as possible.  Our 
night in Tana is in a quality Madagascan run 
hotel, whilst at Ankanao we will be staying 
in beach bungalows.  All rooms are based 

on twin occupancy but single occupancy 
is available at some locations at an extra 
cost.   
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If you require additional accommodation 
either before or after the trip, we can 
book this for you (subject to availability) 
provided you notify us at the time of 
booking. Payment for this should be made 
to Pioneer before departure.  

PERSONAL EXPENSES 

Much of this expedition is fully inclusive.
All parks, entrances, fees, guiding, logistics, 
hotels, meals and most drinks are 
included*.  Not included are visas, tips, 
optional extra excursions (e.g. diving) and 
personal expenses. US dollars and Euros 
are widely accepted and are easiest to 
change into Malagasy Francs (FMG). Credit 
cards can be used to withdraw cash at 
banks and bureaux de change. Travellers’ 
cheques are not widely accepted, but if 
you do bring them they should be in US 
dollars or Euros.

*Apart from in Anakao & Tana, where you 
will be on a bed and breakfast basis and 
beach activities are not included.

MEAL PLAN 
All meals are as shown on the itinerary.  
Drinks are included while rafting and 
trekking but  you should bring enough 
money to cover drink expenses at the 
hotels. 

EXPEDITION TEAM  
Maximum group size is 10 plus Pioneer 
expedition leader(s), English speaking local 
guides and local expedition crew including 
boatmen, porters and cooks. 

TRANSPORT 
We use a variety of modes of transport 
including internal ! ights, minibuses, 4WD 
and in! atable rafts. 

BAGGAGE 
This is de" nitely a trip where you should 
pack light. For internal ! ights only 20kg is 
allowed per person. A soft bag or rucksack 
is best plus a good sized day sack.
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As with all Pioneer expeditions, we are 
committed to maximising the bene" ts 
of our trips to the local community and 
minimising the negative impact associated 
with tourism. We employ local agents 
and staff, not just to bene" t the local 
economy, but also to give you a real sense 
of Madagascan culture. To greatly reduce 
our impact on the environment there will 
be a maximum of ten team members. This 
helps to minimise the damage associated 
with large scale tourism.  We camp on 
sandy beaches to leave as little tracks as 
possible, we burn/recycle our rubbish and 
use very little motorised support for the 
expedition, minimising the impact on the 
environment.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

The expedition will be led by experienced rafting 
professional Gilles and his team.,

Clothing
Remember to travel light as there is a maximum    • 

 luggage allowance of 20kg per person
A long sleeved shirt and long trousers for protection    • 

 against insects at night 
Light cotton clothing is best  • 
A very lightweight breathable poncho or waterproof  • 
A warm top • 
Don’t forget your swimming costume  • 
A sarong has a multitude of uses from a towel to a    • 

 headscarf  
Sports sandals • 
Good lightweight, well worn-in walking boots or trainers• 

Equipment
Sleeping bag• 
A torch • 
Spare batteries • 
A large (2 litre) water bottle or water bag & iodine    • 

 tablets 
Snorkel and mask  • 
Insect repellent  • 
Biodegradable soap• 
Sports towel• 
Sunblock, sunhat and sunglasses• 
Small waterproof bag for valuables• 
Camera & memory card/" lm• 

PACKING FOR YOUR TRIP

Gilles Gautier


