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We start our trek at the Perinet Nature Reserve.     We  will trek 
approximately 50km through remote rainforest, camping overnight in 
clearings,  before reaching the little rafted  Sahatandra river where we 
spend the next few days riding the rapids.

Each day on the trek and the river,  the scenery will be spectacular and 
present new wonders.  We shall encounter truly fantastic landscapes, 
exotic • ora and see much of the endemic wildlife including lemur, reptiles 
and birds.   

Expedition members do not need previous rafting experience as full 
training will be given. There are a few days trekking over undulating terrain 
but no more than a basic level of • tness is required. It will be possible to 
opt out of some of the longer treks.

This is a full-on camping expedition, however we plan to spend our last 
few days relaxing by the beach at a small, little known coastal town.  For 
the adventurous, there is the opportunity to take advantage of the surf 
school here as this is a trully memorable place to surf.

SPECIAL HIGHLIGHTS

•  Trekking and camping in remote  
 rainforest

• Rafting an undocumented river

• Observing at close hand, from boats  
 and on foot, the unique endemic  
 ! ora and fauna

•  Beach break on the Indian Ocean for  
 Sur" ng

Antananarivo to Antananarivo 
(land only)

To reserve your place on this trip 
(without obligation and for up to two 
weeks) please telephone us on +44 
(0)845 0047 801. To book please check 
availability, complete a booking form 
and return it to us. You should include a 
cheque for your deposit of £300/$600 
with your booking form. On receipt of 
your booking form we will send you a 
booking acknowledgement, along with 
your joining instructions and all other 
information relevant to this trip. If you 
have any further questions regarding 
this trip please contact us. You can liaise 
with the expedition leader regarding all 
aspects of the trip pre-departure. Clients 
booked on this trip should make their 
way to the joining point in Antananarivo, 
as detailed in the joining instructions.

dif f icul ty
comfor t
exclusiv i ty

TO
U

R
 

D
O

S
S

IE
R

MADAGASCAR  • EAST COAST ADVENTURE
13 DAYS • 12 NIGHTS • VARIOUS DATES 

This is a unique expedition exploring the little visited regions in the 
East of Madagascar.   This trip combines the best that Madagascar 
has to offer, trekking & camping in remote rainforest,  rafting 
an undocumented river & a ‘sur" ng’ break on the beautiful East 
Coast.    During this adventurous tour we will get the opportunity 
to see many of the amazing Madagascan animals, reptiles and birds. 

Madagascar is a one-off;  there is no other place like it.  Its landscapes,  animals 
and plants are simply fantastic# Near the equator with an astonishing array 
of habitats, ranging from rainforests to deserts and from mountain tops to 
mangrove swamps, it is one of the most important countries for biodiversity 
on the planet. The tropical climate is a perfect host to the process of 
nature and, like nowhere else, the variety and richness of life has ! ourished.



After your arrival and introductory brie• ng, 
from the expedition leader, we will set off for 
the Perinet Rainforest Reserve.  
En-route we will stop at a farm specialising 
in Madagascan reptiles and butter• ies, before 
arriving at the Vakona Lodge.  This afternoon 
you will get a chance to stroll around 
the private reserve of this hotel with the 
opportunity to spot lemurs and crocodiles. 

Overnight hotel, all meals

Today our adventure really starts, when we 
set out after breakfast on a trek through the 
rainforest towards Lohariandava.    A multitude 
of lemurs inhabit this rainforest including the 
Indri (the largest lemur), the wooly, greater 
dwarf, brown mouse, crowned lemur and even 
the aye aye.  

This will be a trully remarkable experience 
and during the next few days we will also have 
the opportunity to see many of the indiginous 
species including over 100 species of birds as 
well as chameleons, geckos, bats and frogs.

Each evening our camp will be set up in a 
rainforest clearing where we will be able to 
hear and marvel at the cacophony of the night 
sounds.
  

We will be hiking an average of 5 - 6 hours per 
day,  which will give us plenty of opportunity to 
search out the exotic plants and animals. 

Camping with all meals.

After another full day (5-6 hrs) of trekking, 
we will arrive at Lohariandava.   Our rafts and 
river gear will be waiting for us and we will go 
through some basic safety and training checks 
before a relaxing evening at our riverside camp.
 
Camping with all meals.

After breakfast, we will set off on the next part 
of our adventure - the rafting descent of the 
Sahatandra river.  This little rafted river
provides us with a fantastic range of Grade II/
III/IV rapids, and we will be able to practice our 
skills on the • rst few gentle rapids.  
As the river descends and we are con• dent of 
our rafting skills we will navigate the numerous 
stretches of white water.

This river • ows through beautiful narrow 
passages and snakes its way through either 
dense rainforest or bamboo groves.   

There are many bamboo lemurs on the shore 
and an active bird life on the river.
At night we will pitch our tents on the 
riverside and enjoy camp• res, good food and 
immense Madagascan skies.

Camping with all meals.

We set off this morning to paddle the  last 
section of our Sahatandra descent.   Upon 
arrival in Anivorano, we transfer by road to 
Mahambo area for a beach and surf break!

Mahambo is a small coastal town and is still a 
relatively new destination on the East Coast.   
The majority of the population are farmers 
growing rice, bananas, cloves and lychee plus 
a small number of • shermen.  Until 2003 it 
remained little-known, and since 2003, and the 
opening of the • rst school of Surf, this small 
town has become a destination for surfers.  

Tonight we will take advantage of the relative 
luxury of a beach bungalow.

Breakfast, lunch and overnight hotel

ITINERARY

Day 1 Antananarivo to Perinet

Day 2, 3 & 4  Trek through rainforest 
to Lohariandava 

Day 5 Lohariandava

Baobab trees

Day 6, 7 & 8    Rafting Descent of the
Sahatandra River 

Day 9  Anivorano / Mahambo

TO BOOK:  t : +44 (0)845 0047 801                      e: info@pioneerexpedi t ions.com

Black and White Ruffed Lemur



After the last 9 action packed days, we now 
get the opportunity to relax looking out onto 
the azure blue seas of the Indian Ocean.....
Or the for restless ones among you, why not 
take advantage of the rolling waves and thrill 
of sur• ng (if you are not already a surfer, this is 
a memorable place to learn).  Or why not try 
your hand at sea kayaking?  

Whilst in Mahambo, you will be able to enjoy 
your time at your leisure.   In the evenings 
you will be able to enjoy fresh seafood and 
cold beers in one of the local restaurants.   
Wherever you go, you will receive the 
warmest of welcomes from the residents of 
Mahambo.

Breakfast, and overnight hotel.

We spend another leisurely morning enjoying 
all that Mahambo and the Indian Ocean has 
to offer, then we meet up again for short road 
transfer to  the port of Toamasina (Tamatave).  
Tamatave is Madagascar’s largest port and has 
a beautiful coastline.  The town itself has a calm 
and relaxing feel to it. 

Breakfast, dinner, overnight hotel

Today, after breakfast we set off back to 
Antananarivo, more commonly called Tana.  
This afternoon there will be time to explore 
this city, which is a crazy mix of African, Asian 

and French sights.  For the • rst time visitor 
just a stroll around the bustling streets, with 
their diverse collection of vendors and stalls, 
will be a never forgotton experience.

Breakfast, dinner, overnight hotel

Today we transfer to the airport for our ! ight 
home.
Or why not stay a few extra days to explore 
Tana or other Madagascan sites.  We are 
more than happy to book additional nights 
accommodation for you, or assist you with any 
other places you may wish to visit whilst in 
Madagascar.

Breakfast, airport transfers

Day 10 Mahambo

Day 11 Mahambo to Tamatave

extraordinary expedition firsts..

Day 13 Expedition Ends

Note:  While our intention is to adhere to 
the day to day route as printed, a degree of 
! exibility is built into the itinerary and night 
stops may vary from those suggested. The day 
to day schedule should be taken only as a 
general guide. We cannot accept responsibility 
for changing the proposed itinerary or any 
inaccuracies or errors. A variety of factors, 
including adverse weather conditions and 
dif" culties with transportation, can lead to 
enforced changes. The expedition leader will 
make any changes where necessary.

Pioneer Expeditions 
Worldwide Ltd.

The Well House
Chydyok Road
East Chaldon
Dorset    DT2 8DN

tel: +44 (0)845 0047 801
info@pioneerexpeditions.com

Day 12 Antananarivo  



VISA REQUIREMENTS
Visas are required by all visitors and are 
normally valid for a stay of up to 30 days. 
They can be acquired on arrival at the 
airport but only US Dollar and Euro cash 
will be accepted for payment.

FLIGHTS
International ! ights are not included. If 
you require information regarding airlines 
and routes please contact us.  Airport 
transfers in Antananarivo are included so 
it is important that we have all your ! ight 
details so that we can welcome you at the 
airport. 
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Nothing compulsory for European, 
Australian or North American citizens 
arriving by air, but we strongly recommend 
protection against Malaria, Tetanus, 
Hepatitis, Typhoid and Polio. You should 
consult your doctor in advance for up-
to-date advice and remember to plan 
your immunisations well ahead of your 
departure.

INSURANCE 
Adequate travel insurance is mandatory 
for everyone who participates in a Pioneer 
expedition. Please bring a copy of your 
insurance policy and contact numbers to 
give to your expedition leader in case of 
illness or accident.  

ACCOMMODATION 
This is primarily a camping expedition.  We 
shall stay in classic dome tents with two 
people in each three person tent, follow 
environmentally responsible camping 
procedure and ensure we make as little 
impact on the ecosystem as possible.  
Our nights in Tana,Vakona & Tamatave 
are in quality Madagascan hotels, whilst 
in Mahambo we will be staying in beach 

bungalows.  All rooms are based on twin 
occupancy but single occupancy is available 
at some locations at an extra cost.   
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If you require additional accommodation 
either before or after the trip, we can 
book this for you (subject to availability) 
provided you notify us at the time of 
booking. Payment for this should be made 
to Pioneer before departure.  

PERSONAL EXPENSES 

Much of this expedition is fully inclusive.
All parks, entrances, fees, guiding, logistics, 
hotels, meals and most drinks are 
included*.  Not included are visas, tips, 
optional extra excursions (e.g. diving) and 
personal expenses. US dollars and Euros 
are widely accepted and are easiest to 
change into Malagasy Francs (FMG). Credit 
cards can be used to withdraw cash at 
banks and bureaux de change. Travellers’ 
cheques are not widely accepted, but if 
you do bring them they should be in US 
dollars or Euros.

*Apart from in Mahambo, where you will 
be on a bed and breakfast basis and beach 
activities such as sur" ng are not included.

MEAL PLAN 
All meals are as shown on the itinerary.  
Drinks are included while rafting and 
trekking but  you should bring enough 
money to cover drink expenses at the 
hotels. 

EXPEDITION TEAM  
Maximum group size is 10 plus Pioneer 
expedition leader(s), English speaking local 
guides and local expedition crew including 
boatmen, porters and cooks. 

TRANSPORT 
We use a variety of modes of transport 
including minibuses, 4WD and in! atable 
rafts. 

BAGGAGE 
This is de" nitely a trip where you should 
pack light. For internal ! ights only 20kg is 
allowed per person. A soft bag or rucksack 
is best plus a good sized day sack.
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As with all Pioneer expeditions, we are 
committed to maximising the bene" ts 
of our trips to the local community and 
minimising the negative impact associated 
with tourism. We employ local agents 
and staff, not just to bene" t the local 
economy, but also to give you a real sense 
of Madagascan culture. To greatly reduce 
our impact on the environment there will 
be a maximum of ten team members. This 
helps to minimise the damage associated 
with large scale tourism. We camp on 
sandy beaches to leave as little tracks as 
possible, we burn/recycle our rubbish and 
use very little motorised support for the 
expedition, minimising the impact on the 
environment.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

The expedition will be led by experienced rafting 
professional Gilles and his team.,

Clothing
Remember to travel light as there is a maximum    • 

 luggage allowance of 20kg per person
A long sleeved shirt and long trousers for protection    • 

 against insects at night 
Light cotton clothing is best  • 
A very lightweight breathable poncho or waterproof  • 
A warm top • 
Don’t forget your swimming costume  • 
A sarong has a multitude of uses from a towel to a    • 

 headscarf  
Sports sandals • 
Good lightweight, well worn-in walking boots or trainers• 

Equipment
Sleeping bag• 
A torch • 
Spare batteries • 
A large (2 litre) water bottle or water bag & iodine    • 

 tablets 
Snorkel and mask  • 
Insect repellent  • 
Biodegradable soap• 
Sports towel• 
Sunblock, sunhat and sunglasses• 
Small waterproof bag for valuables• 
Camera & memory card/" lm• 

PACKING FOR YOUR TRIP

Gilles Gautier


