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S E L O U S  S A FA R I  &  A DV E N T U R E  • TA N Z A N I A
SPECIAL HIGHLIGHTS
• Walking in the African bush – the 

most rewarding way to experience 
safari

• Luxury fly camps under huge starry 
skies surrounded by the sounds of the 
night

• Observing the animals in the river 
and at the lakeside on a boat safari

• Fascinating ancient ruins and 
spectacular marine life of the 
Indian Ocean at our island resort

» Dar es Salaam to Dar es Salaam   
(land only)

Join Dar es Salaam on Sat 14th June
End Dar es Salaam on Sat 28th June
To reserve your place on this trip (without 
obligation and for up to two weeks) please 

telephone us on +44 (0)845 0047 801. To 
book please check availability, complete a 
booking form and return it to us. You should 
include a cheque for your deposit of £300/$600 
with your booking form. On receipt of your 
booking form, we will send you a booking 
acknowledgement, along with your joining 
instructions and all other information relevant 
to this trip. If you have any further questions 
regarding this trip please contact us. You can 
liase with your expedition leader regarding 
all aspects of the trip pre-departure. Clients 
booked on this trip should make their way to 
the joining point in Dar es Salaam. Please refer 
to the separate joining instructions for further 
details.

14TH - 28TH JUNE 2008 • 15 DAYS • 14 NIGHTS • £2250

Over 15 days this expedition will penetrate deep into the African bush in the truly 
immense Selous Game Reserve. For the first week we will explore on foot – by far 
the most exciting and rewarding safari experience. Guided by our knowledgeable 
and professional team, we will witness the bountiful wildlife and enjoy splendid 
wilderness camps. Upon reaching the Rufiji river and our permanent luxurious 
safari camp we will explore the surrounding rivers, lakes and forest by four wheel 
drive vehicles and boats. 

After we leave the interior we shall drive east to the coast and down to the island 
of Kilwa Kisiwani where we will see the ancient ruins, swim at quiet sandy beaches, 
dive or snorkel the coral gardens or simply relax at our unique resort.

TANZANIA

Tanzania is a wild, adventurous and naturally diverse country. It contains Africa’s biggest mammal 
population, three quarters of east Africa’s plant species and the continent’s second largest number of 
bird species. A totally compelling destination for lovers of the outdoors and the natural world, its mainly 
undiscovered coastline bordering the warm clear waters of the Indian Ocean boasts superb beaches, 
unexplored offshore islands, beautiful coral reefs, large sea mammals and exotic tropical fish. With its 
rich seafaring history and ancient ruins, Tanzania’s coastline is a fascinating cultural experience as well as 
being a diver’s and snorkeller’s paradise.

The Selous, home to 750,000 mammals, is considered by safari connoisseurs to be one of the finest 
reserves for viewing game, not least because of the very few other guests whilst on safari; the amount of 
visitors to the reserve is severely limited by the relatively small number of camps within the boundaries 
of the park and the sheer immensity of the area - equivalent to the size of Switzerland.

Walking safaris are the most rewarding and unobtrusive way to observe the surrounding wildlife. We 
shall follow spoor, detect the unusual insects, hear the sounds of beasts and birds, notice the indigenous 
fauna and sight magnificent mammals from ground level. Always under the protection of an armed ranger 
and with the benefit of a local crew added to the unparalleled experience of camping in the bush, this 
is a thrilling, inspiring and magical expedition. 

We expect to see lions, elephants, giraffe, hippopotamus, zebra, crocodiles, wildebeest, warthog, buffalo, 
kudu, impala, hyena, baboon, colobus and vervet monkeys, plus a myriad of bird life. We also hope to 
see leopards, cheetah and African wild dogs and many of the other numerous African animals found in 
the Selous.
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TO BOOK:  t: +44 (0)845 0047 801 e: info@pioneerexpeditions.com

ITINERARY
Giraffe grazing

Basking Crocodile

TO BOOK:  t: +44 (0)845 0047 801       e: info@pioneerexpeditions.com

Day 1 - Dar es Salaam 

Arrive Dar es Salaam, rendezvous with 
expedition leader as per joining instructions and 
transfer to our hotel. We are free to relax and 
spend the day at leisure exploring this distinctly 
laid back cosmopolitan city. A real melting pot, 
with an old colonial heart, traditional tribal 
cultures mix happily with immigrant communities 
from Europe. Neo classical facades, colourful 
markets, street traders, modern shops, coconut 
stalls, hawkers, air conditioned four wheel drives, 
daladalas and traditional healers make this an 
eclectic experience.
Overnight hotel with breakfast.
 

Day 2 – Train journey to Selous 

Early morning transfer to the station to board 
the local train to Kisasi. This colourful journey on 
the famous Tazara railway will take approximately 
five hours and we will pass through picturesque 
scenery including the Pugu Forest – a rare 
remnant of the tropical rainforests that covered 
the entire coast of east Africa 10 millions years 
ago. We will even have our first taste of a safari 
from the train carriage as we pass through the 
northern reaches of the Selous. On arrival, we 
meet our driver and head to the Selous where 
we will have dinner and our first night in camp.
Overnight safari camping with all meals.

Day 3&4 - Kinyanguru

We will spend two days in the Kinyanguru region 
exploring the Mgeta river and taking walking 
safaris. The evenings are spent relaxing around 
the campfire listening to the sounds of the bush.
Overnight safari camping with all meals.

Day 5 – Walking safari in Selous 

The Selous is the largest game reserve in 
Africa covering almost 6 percent of Tanzania’s 
land surface - and is arguably Africa’s last great 
wilderness. Despite its size, however, this 
UNESCO World Heritage site has only a handful 
of safari camps, allowing it to maintain low-
impact exclusivity. Opportunities for foot safaris, 
boat explorations and the classic 4WD safari in 
open vehicles add a further unique element to 
the Selous safari and ensure its reputation for 
pure bush adventure remains untarnished by 
volume. 

Today after breakfast we will start our 
walk through the reserve. We aim to walk 
approximately 12km, stopping for a picnic lunch 
on the way. In the afternoon we should arrive at 
Lake Tagalala where our camp has been prepared 
by our support team.
Overnight safari camping with all meals.

 Day 6 - Walking safari to Manze

Each day will bring new experiences and sightings 
to enthral us. On foot we shall observe the 
flora and fauna in the most natural way. At 
times walking silently to avoid disturbing the 
wildlife and getting a unique perspective of the 
countryside. Stopping for lunch on the way, we 
shall walk approximately 12km.

The Selous (pronounced ‘sell-oo’) was created 
as four protected areas by the German colonial 
government in 1905, primarily to protect the 
area’s elephants. In 1922, following the First 
World War, the British combined the four areas 
into one and named the reserve after the hunter 
and explorer Frederick Selous.

Today the game reserve contains the largest 
number of elephants found in any park or 
reserve in the world, and probably the largest 
number of lions too. Also in the reserve are 
many species of antelope, zebras, hippopotamus, 
warthogs, giraffe, buffalo, rhinoceros, wildebeest, 
leopards, cheetahs, hyenas, crocodiles and over 
four hundred different species of birds. We will 
have the chance to see much of this wildlife 
during our time here.
Overnight safari camping with all meals.
 

Day 7 - Walking safari to Lake 
Mzizimia

By now we should be familiar with the animals 
we see and can spend time recognising their 
spoor (tracks or trail), looking for unusual insect 
life and identifying exotic vegetation. We will walk 
approximately 12 km, stopping for a picnic lunch.
Overnight safari camping with all meals.

Day 8 - Rufiji River

Today we will complete our walking safari when 
we reach the Rufiji River Camp. We will spend 
the afternoon at leisure, observing game by the 
river or relaxing by the pool.

This ecofriendly tented camp was the first of 
its kind on the banks of the river when it was 
established in 1974. The Rufiji River Camp 
is situated in the heart of the Selous Game 
reserve and each tent is equipped with a private 
bathroom and a veranda facing the river. During 
our time at the camp we will take a game drive 
and a boat walking safari.

East Africa’s largest river, the Rufiji is an 
ecologically important area which also contains 
the largest mangrove forest in east Africa. There 
is a constant flow of animals coming down to 
drink at the river offering a permanent show 
to visitors of the camp. The water is usually 
full of hundreds of hippos as well as groups of 
crocodiles that laze in the sun on the sandbanks 
in the river.
Overnight luxury safari camping with all meals.
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The Well House
Chydyok Road
East Chaldon
Dorset    DT2 8DN

tel: +44 (0)845 0047 801
info@pioneerexpeditions.com

Day 9 - Rufiji River Safari and 
game drive

From the comfortable surroundings of this 
permanent safari camp on a bend in the Rufiji 
river, we will take a river safari in a flat bottomed 
boat. Getting up close and personal with 
hippos and crocodiles, we hope to spot animals 
drinking along the river banks and to see an 
extraordinary variety of bird life, including egrets, 
fish eagles, vultures, kingfishers, sunbirds, ibis, go 
way birds, hornbill, weavers, rollers and many 
more. Today will be spent taking safaris by boat 
and 4x4s. 
Overnight luxury safari camping with all meals.

Day 10 - Depart for coast

We depart our camp this morning and travel by 
car down the spectacular coast to Kilwa, our 
base for exploring and relaxing. This journey will 
take most of the day and we will pass through 
some beautiful small villages and towns, stopping 

for photo opportunities and souvenirs. We will 
check into our luxury hotel resort and spend the 
rest of the afternoon and evening at leisure.
Overnight hotel with all meals.

Day 11, 12&13 - Kilwa

Kilwa bay is an ancient trading port which 
benefited from the gold and commerce produced 
by Zimbabwe. These three days are spent in 
Kilwa and Kilwa Kisiwani, which was an island 
stronghold of the ruling empires that has been 
inhabited since the 9th century. Here we will 
explore the fascinating ruins of the mosques and 
cemetery, the fort, the palaces, the great house 
and the ancient wells, and cast our minds back 
through the centuries of trade and battle scenes. 
Our luxurious resort, the Kilwa Ruins Lodge is 
ideally situated on the beachfront at Kilwa.

We have these days to spend at our leisure. 
On Kilwa Kisiwani is a quiet fishing village of 
the same name where we can browse for local 
handicrafts and sip chai. There are numerous 
paths around the island, through the mangrove 

forest by the shore or inland, providing the 
opportunity to watch the plentiful bird life 
including village weavers, kingfishers, bee eaters, 
sunbirds, bulbuls, little swifts and shorebirds. 
You may choose to spend the time on the white 
sandy beaches, looking out for the schools of 
dolphins that regularly visit the area’s turquoise 
waters or diving or snorkelling the corals of the 
bay. 
Overnight hotel with all meals.
 

Day 14 - Return to Dar es 
Salaam

We take our early morning flight to Dar es 
Salaam today where we check into one of 
Tanzania’s best hotels. 

We spend the day at leisure. You may choose to 
explore this lively former capital city’s colourful 
shops and markets for souvenirs of cloth, 
carvings and handicrafts, visit the museum and 
monuments or just relax at the hotel. 
Overnight hotel with breakfast.

Day 15 - Tour ends

Saturday 28th June - transfer to Dar es Salaam 
airport where the expedition ends.



VISA REQUIREMENTS 
Tourist visas ARE required by UK 
and USA citizens for a stay of up to 
3 months. Other nationalities should 
consult their consular office. All 
nationalities require a full passport valid 
for 6 months beyond the intended length 
of stay. Visa costs are not included and 
are the client’s responsibility.

FLIGHTS 
International flights are not included. If 
you require information regarding airlines 
and routes please contact us. Airport 
transfers in Dar es Salaam are included 
so it is important that we have all your 
flight details so that we can welcome you 
at the airport. Internal flights and other 
transportation are included.

VACCINATION AND PROTECTION 
Nothing compulsory for European, 
Australian or North American citizens 
arriving by air, but we recommend 
protection against Malaria, Tetanus, 
Hepatitis, Typhoid and Polio. You should 
consult your doctor in advance for 
up-to-date advice.

INSURANCE 
Adequate travel insurance is mandatory 
for everyone who participates in a 
Pioneer expedition. Please bring a copy 
of your insurance policy and contact 
numbers to give to your expedition 
leader in case of illness or accident. 

ACCOMMODATION 
We endeavour to make our time spent 
fly camping as comfortable as possible. 
Based on twin occupancy we use a 
variety of accommodation, which is often 
dictated by what is available and most 
suitable. Single occupancy is available at 
some locations at an extra cost. 

ADDITIONAL ACCOMMODATION  
If you require additional accommodation 
either before or after the trip, we can 
book this for you (subject to availability) 
provided you notify us at the time of 
booking. Payment for this must be made 
to Pioneer Expeditions before departure.

PERSONAL EXPENSES 
You will need some extra money to 
cover meals not included in the price 
(see meal plan below), other optional 
activities/excursions, tips, souvenirs and 
items of a personal nature. US dollars are 
widely accepted. You should bring some 
US dollars as the import (and export) 
of Tanzanian Shillings (Tsh) is prohibited. 
There are ATMs in Dar es Salaam to 
withdraw local currency and money 
can be exchanged in banks and foreign 
exchange bureauxs (‘forex’). Visa and 
Mastercard are widely accepted and are a 
useful back-up.

MEAL PLAN 
All meals (breakfast, lunch and dinner) 
are included in the price with the 
exceptions of days 1&15 where only 
breakfast is included. Drinks are not 
included and you should bring enough 
money to cover drink expenses. 
Some approximate costs are given below:
              TANZANIA  
Soft drink  £0.40/ $0.75 
Bottle of beer  £1.00/$2.00 
1 course meal  £3.00/$6.00 
2 course meal  £5.00/$10.00 

BAGGAGE 
Take as little as possible as there is a lot 
of moving from one mode of transport 
to another in remote places. There is 
a 15 kg luggage allowance for internal 
flights. We recommend one main piece 
of splash-proof luggage (preferably a 
rucksack or strong soft bag) 
and a splash-proof day sack for 
excursions.

EXPEDITION TEAM 
Maximum group size is 6 plus Pioneer 
expedition leader, English speaking local 
guides, drivers & local experts.

TRANSPORT 
Overland travel will be by train & private 
4-wheel drive. For our river safari we will 
use flat bottom boats. We have internal 
flights from Kilwa to Dar es Salaam.

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
As with all Pioneer expeditions, we are 
committed to maximising the benefits 
of our trips to the local community and 
minimising the negative impact associated 
with tourism. We employ local agents 
and staff, not just to benefit the local 
economy, but also to give you a real 
sense of Tanzanian culture. To greatly 
reduce our impact on the environment 
there will be a maximum of six team 
members - this helps to minimise the 
damage associated with large scale 
tourism. We camp to minimise damage 
to the forests, and use little motorised 
support for the expedition.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Clothing

• A long sleeved shirt and long trousers for protection against insects 
at night

• Light cotton clothing is best 

• A very lightweight breathable poncho or waterproof 

• A warm top 

• Don’t forget your swimming costume 

• A sarong has a multitude of uses from a towel to a headscarf 

• Sports sandals

• Good lightweight, well worn-in walking boots or trainers

•  Sunhat

This is the tropics so pack for hot conditions and remember to travel light as 
there is a maximum luggage allowance of 15kg per person on internal flights.

Equipment

• A torch 

• Spare batteries

• A large (2 litre) water bottle or water bag & iodine tablets

• Snorkel and mask 

• Insect repellent 

• Biodegradable soap

• Sports towel

• Binoculars and fast camera film (useful on safari) or plenty of 
memory cards/batteries for digital cameras

• A sleeping bag liner or sleeping sheet 

• Sunblock, sun hat and sunglasses 

• Small first aid kit with your own supply of plasters, aspirin, diarrhoea 
tablets, blister kit & antiseptic

PACKING FOR YOUR TRIP

Note: While our intention is to adhere to 
the day to day route as printed, a degree of 
flexibility is built into the itinerary and night 
stops may vary from those suggested. The 
day to day schedule should be taken only as a 
general guide. We cannot accept responsibility 
for changing the proposed itinerary or any 
inaccuracies or errors. A variety of factors, 
including adverse weather conditions and 
difficulties with transportation, can lead to 
enforced changes. The expedition leader will 
make any changes where necessary.


